 MINUTES – JANUARY 16, 2020
The Caswell County Board of Commissioners met in special session at the Caswell County Historic Courthouse, Yanceyville, North Carolina at 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 16, 2020.  Members present from the Board of Commissioners: Rick McVey, Chairman, David Owen, Vice Chairman, Sterling Carter, William E. Carter, Nathaniel Hall, Jeremiah Jefferies, and Steve Oestreicher.  Also present: Bryan Miller, County Manager and Matthew Hoagland, County Planner.  Paula P. Seamster, Clerk to the Board, recorded the minutes.

MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER

Chairman McVey opened the meeting with a moment of Silent Prayer.

ZONING INFORMATIONAL MEETING
Mr. Miller stated that the Board has instructed him to work with planning to come up with a reasonable zoning map.  He reminded the Board and the citizens present that if the County adopts zoning it will be determined by the public.  

Mr. Matthew Hoagland presented the slide show presentation. 
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Commissioner S. Carter asked what the Hyco Lake zoning uses is.  Mr. Hoagland responded residential, commercial, resort-residential, and one parcel is industrial.
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[image: image5.jpg]“RESIDENTIAL/AGRICULTURAL” ZONE FEATURES:

* Mostly single family use

* Keeps and encourages existing farm use

* Mobile homes and parks still allowed

* Churches, country stores, Ruritans, etc.. remain
* Home-based businesses remain intact

* No design standards

* May exclude heavy industrial/polluting industries

* May utilize watersheds for environmental restrictions
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Commissioner S. Carter asked Mr. Hoagland to identify the rural communities.  Mr. Hoagland responded Casville, Providence, Semora, Leasburg, outskirts of Milton, and the 3 Points area of Anderson.
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[image: image11.jpg]PRACTICAL EFFECT OF “RURAL COMMUNITY” ZONING:

LISCIOTTIDEVELOPMENT

* Creates “rural main street” setting
* Future homes consistent with existing homes

* Future commercial development matches
“look and feel” of existing surroundings

* Keeps “polluting industries” away from
central residential communities
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Commissioner S. Carter asked how these two connect to guide future developments.  Mr. Miller responded that leading up to the 2014 Comprehensive Plan the Planning Department held several public hearings to get the wishes of the citizens.  He added that from these meeting the county gathered that the citizens wanted Caswell to stay rural, agricultural based, and to keep the beauty of the environment. 

[image: image13.jpg]OTHER CONSIDERATIONS DURING ZONING PROCESS:

- Existing water lines along North 86 corridor could steer development.

> Growth of Agricultural Preservation Districts and ‘bona-fide farms” would ensure rural landscape.
> NC Gamelands will ensure low development in large swath of the county.

> Future conversion of Highway 29 to Interstate 785 may attract intense development.

* Planning Board will need to review and comment on proposed zoning

¢ N.C. General Statue 160-D changes may lengthen the process
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Mr. Miller stated that in the moratorium the Board stated that it would do certain things and he presented a calendar that proposed 9 community meetings, 3 special meetings, 3 public hearings, and 12 regular meetings where the Board would discuss zoning to meet the requirements of the moratorium.
Commissioner Oestreicher asked if a rural community would accept a strip mall.  Mr. Miller responded that this would be up to the Planning Board, Board of Commissioners, and a public hearing but if granted the strip mall would have to match the design of the rural community.  He added that the Planning Board, Board of Commissioners via the citizens would determine the uses in these rural communities.  Commissioner Oestreicher asked how existing watershed regulations would fit into zoning.  Mr. Hoagland responded that watersheds are imposed by the North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality and the county cannot make the restrictions less but can impose stricter restrictions.

A resident asked if this would affect his property, he has 36 acres which has a garage, towing business as well as residential.  Mr. Miller responded that there would be no change as far as zoning but there would be a process where properties would be identified and zoned to the current use and gave the example that this property would most likely be zoned residential/commercial.  Mr. Hoagland added that the proposed zoning would affect future development and not what is already in existence.

Chairman McVey asked if spot zoning has been talked about.  Mr. Miller responded that he and Matthew had held a few public meetings about zoning and some areas do not want zoning and if this is the case the map would be white in these areas to show no zoning.

There were a lot of questions from the audience.  Chairman McVey reminded everyone that this is an informational meeting.  Mr. Miller stated that he would be glad to talk one on one with everyone after the meeting.

Commissioner S. Carter asked for an explanation of zoning and none zoning.  Mr. Miller responded that any area that wanted to be zoned could come before the Board.  He added that it would need to be at least 10 parcels with 640 acres and the property owners would need to sign a petition.  Commissioner S. Carter asked if citizens could have a petition to get out of zoning.  Mr. Miller responded that if an area is zoned it would be hard to unzone that area.

Commissioner Oestreicher asked if a property owner wanted to sell his land to someone that wants to use it for industrial could it be done.  Mr. Miller responded maybe.  Mr. Hoagland responded that it would depend on the uses of that property.  Commissioner Oestreicher asked if there was some degree of flexibility in zoning.  Mr. Miller responded that it comes down to the Table of Uses.  Commissioner Oestreicher asked if this zoning proposal was comparable to Rockingham, Person, and Alamance Counties.  Mr. Hoagland responded that it is comparable to Person County.  He added that Person has 6 to 7 types of zoning and Caswell is looking into 2 to 3 types of zoning.

Commissioner S. Carter asked if there were any objections about looking at the proposed calendar that the county manager presented earlier.  Commissioner Hall responded that he would like to take time to look at it and compare it to the meetings he already had scheduled before discussing it.  Commissioner S. Carter stated that he would like to discuss it in the larger scheme.  He stated that a public hearing does not occur until May and he thought it should be held before May.  Mr. Miller responded that he informed the board that he would make a proposal on things that needed to be done in the moratorium and those are holding community meetings, special meetings, and public hearings.  Chairman McVey recommended put the calendar on the agenda for January 21, 2020 Board of Commissioners meeting.
Commissioner Oestreicher stated that this zoning proposal went through a good thought process and he was encouraged by it.  Mr. Miller responded that Mr. Hoagland had done most of the heavy lifting.

Commissioner W. Carter state that it was a thorough presentation and he liked the idea of rural communities.

ADJOURNMENT

At 1:55 p.m. Commissioner W. Carter moved, seconded by Commissioner Owen to adjourn to work session.  The motion carried unanimously.

________________________________


___________________________

Paula P. Seamster





Rick McVey
Clerk to the Board





Chairman
******************************************************************************

[image: image1.jpg]ZONING OPTIONS FOR CASWELL COUNTY

By: County Manager Bryan Miller and County Planner Matthew Hoagland - January 16,2020

Obijectives:

* Keep rural and agricultural setting intact

* Limit environmental damage from “polluting industries”
* Craft a simple plan that’s easy to understand

* Minimize disruption to existing homes and businesses

* Establish areas for economic growth and development
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[image: image16.jpg]PRACTICAL EFFECT OF “RESIDENTIAL/AGRICULTURAL” ZONE:

¢ Virtually no change for almost all residents
¢+ Rules largely enforced by existing U.D.O.

* Watershed regulations may be tightened to exclude
“polluting industries”

* Public Hearings and/or quasi-judicial rulings needed to
permit uses like rock quarries




[image: image17.jpg]“HIGH TRAFFIC CORRIDOR” ZONE FEATURES:

» Zones existing commercial or similar parcels into current use

¢ Anticipates future growth corridors

Steers commercial and industrial development away from residential

May utilize water lines along Highway 86 North

PRACTICAL EFFECT:
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¢ Limits commercial, industrial, and similar future

* Protect rural communities from unwanted development




[image: image18.jpg]“RURAL COMMUNITY” ZONE FEATURES:

Multiple use types allowed

¢ Ensures similar “look and feel” for new development
* Encourages neighborhood with walkable amenities

¢ Creates “rural main street” setting

¢ Industrial/polluting industries excluded

* May eliminates need for Historic Commission
* Home-based businesses remain intact

* May include sidewalk, public space requirements




[image: image19.jpg]Side by Side: Draft Zoning Map is an extension of previous work.
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[image: image20.jpg]ZONING OPTIONS FOR CASWELL COUNTY

By: County Manager Bryan Miller and County Planner Matthew Hoagland - January 16,2020

Conclusion:

Any Caswell County zoning plan must seek to keep our rural setting intact, limit

environmental damage from “polluting industries,” be easy to understand, minimize

disruption to existing homes and business, and establish areas for economic growth.

THOUGHTS? -« QUESTIONS? « OBSERVATIONS? « RECOMMENDATIONS!?




